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(Key concepts in Convention)
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intangible cultural heritage
(phenomena that are enacted and
transmitted by people’s practices,
expressions, knowledge and skills.... which
does not hinder sustainable
development, for instance by exhausting
natural resources, or by impairing the
socio-economic development of the

group concerned)
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communities
(those people who participate directly or
indirectly in the practice and/or transmission
of an ICH element (or a set of elements)
that they consider to be part of their

cultural heritage)
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safeguarding
(ensuring the viability of the ICH: its
potential to be enacted, developed and
transmitted in the present and the future,
and to remain significant to the community,

group or individuals concerned)
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preservation (of ICH)
(the efforts of communities and tradition
bearers to maintain continuity, possibly with
some changes, in the practice of that heritage

over time)
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(Key concepts in Convention)
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protection
(deliberate measures—often taken by official
bodies—to defend intangible heritage or
particular elements from threats to its

continued practice or enactment)
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revitalization of ICH
(the strengthening of ICH practices and
expressions that are seriously threatened, but
demonstrate at least some degree of vitality

within the community or group concerned)
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awareness raising
(encouraging the parties concerned, including
people within the communities concerned, to
recognize the value of intangible heritage, to
respect it and, if this is in their power, to take

measures to ensure its viability)
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documentation
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(recording ICH in its current state and variety, Lﬁuwﬁﬂgm
through transcription and/or audio-visual
means, and collecting documents that relate
to it)
research N15I98

(an exploration of ICH, its forms, its social,
cultural and economic functions, and its

practice for gaining better understanding)

transmission of ICH
(passing on practices, skills, knowledge and
ideas about to others, usually younger

people, in formal or non-formal ways)
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decontextualization
(taking ICH out of its context by abridging it

and presenting it for the purpose of

economic benefit)
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domains of ICH
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an ‘element’ of ICH
(‘a social or cultural practice or expression, a
specific knowledge or skill recognized by the
communities, groups or individuals concerned

as part of their cultural heritage)
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identification (of an ICH element)
(naming it and briefly describing it in its

context)
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inventorying or inventory making
(collecting and presenting information on ICH

elements in a systematic way )
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sustainability

(to continue practising and transmitting their
ICH, and their understanding of it, across the

generations)
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The viability of ICH

its potential to continue to be enacted,
developed and transmitted, and to remain
significant to the community or group

concerned.
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“Intangible Cultural Heritage Domains,” www.unesco.org/culture/ich/doc/src/01857-EN.pdf.

“Identifying and Inventorying Intangible Cultural Heritage,” www. unesco.org/ culture /ich/

doc/src/01856-EN.pdf.

Safeguarding without freezing,” www. unesco. org /culture /ich/index.php? = en & pg=00012.

“What is Intangible Cultural Heritage?,” www.unesco.org/culture/ich/doc/src/01851-EN.pdf.
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